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can move forward with the important inventory work needed so that we can ensure that 

designation of dispersed camping sites on the Metolius is done correctly and in cooperation with 

you and other groups such as the Friends of the Metolius. 

After the resolution meeting, the Forest Supervisor and I met to discuss the path forward. I 

understand your request to include closure of the recreation section in the proposed closure 

order, however, as articulated at the resolution meeting by my staff, that particular closure order 

was never part of the proposed action and isn’t part of the decision space afforded to the 

responsible official. There could be members of the public who would have objected to that 

proposal, had it been included. Other closures that were added after the preliminary EA was 

released were included in the final EA, which means people could object to those additions. That 

is not the case for the Metolius. While it may be perceived to be “low risk” to include it in this 

decision, I do not believe that it would be a transparent decision that falls within the confines of 

what the EA disclosed. 

The Forest and I agree with you that the Metolius is a special place; as discussed with Forest 

Supervisor Holly Jewkes and District Ranger Ian Reid, the Forest commits to working with you 

and the Friends of the Metolius to continue to inventory existing dispersed camping sites in the 

Metolius Wild and Scenic River Corridor, identify which dispersed camping sites should be kept 

(in keeping with the 1997 Metolius Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive Management Plan), 

and then identify next steps (determining if there is a need to issue a dispersed camping forest 

order for the area, site restoration, etc.). District Ranger Reid and Sisters Recreation Lead Sara 

Baughman will reach out to you directly to discuss next steps. While I realize that this may not 

be completely satisfactory to you, I hope that you understand my rationale for not instructing the 

Forest to include a closure order with this decision. I also would like you to know that I am 

offering the Regional Office NEPA staff’s expertise to the Forest to assist in completing the 

NEPA for the Metolius as needed, as soon as the Forest has the data needed to make an informed 

and accurate decision about closures. 

In summary, I conducted my review of the record, final EA, and draft DN/FONSI; based on my 

review, I conclude the following: 

• The draft decision clearly describes the actions to be taken in sufficient detail that the 

reader can easily understand what will occur as a result of the draft decision. 

The draft decision considered a range of alternatives that was adequate to respond to the 

Purpose and Need. The purpose and need and alternatives considered in the final EA 

reflect a reasonable range of alternatives, consistent with law, regulation and policy. 

The draft decision is consistent with or moves toward attainment of Forest Plan standards 

and guidelines. 

The draft decision is consistent with policy, regulation, law, direction, and the final EA 

contains adequate evidence to support the decision. The record and final decision contain 

site-specific documentation regarding resource conditions, and the Responsible Official’s 

draft decision document is based on the record and reflects a reasonable conclusion. 

• 

• 

• 

 



This concludes my written review of the project. By copy of this letter, the Responsible Official 

may sign the decision, then notify interested and affected persons in accordance with the regulation 

at 36 CFR 218.12 and 36 CFR 220.7(d). This written response is the final administrative review by 

the Forest Service or the Department of Agriculture [36 CFR 218.11(b)(2)]. 
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Sincerely, 

DEBORAH 

HOLLEN 

Digitally signed by 

DEBORAH HOLLEN 

Date: 2021.01.04 

13:36:43 -08'00' 

DEBBIE A. HOLLEN 

Deputy Regional Forester, Pacific Northwest Region 

Objection Reviewing Officer 

cc: Holly Jewkes; Shanda Dekome; Kevin Larkin; Ian Reid; Sasha Fertig; Alicia Underhill; Sara 

Baughman; Debbie Anderson; Sue Dixon; Heidi Hopkins 

 




